INSPIRING, COLOURFUL, EDGY:
TAMPERE’S NEW TULLI AREA

VISION FOR TULLI+
A COLLABORATIVE CHARRETTE FOR TAMPERE CITY CENTRE
TAMPERE CENTRE – DESIGN CHALLENGE

NEW PINNINKATU PARK
The planned rationalisation of parking in TULLI opens up the opportunity for a new, public square on
the site of the existing multi-storey car park. The park's central location will transform the feel of
TULLI as a whole and the many routes that connect into it, in particular the proposed pedestrian and
cycle route along Pinninkatu.

The City of Tampere has ambitious
plans to improve its urban centre, live
up to its status as Finland’s most
important city after Helsinki and
safeguard its physical, social and
economic future. Cities are places of
immense complexity, Tampere is no
exception, and the challenge for the ‘5
Star Concept’ the City has prepared is
to reconcile broad, overarching
strategies with the detailed needs of
individual spaces and buildings, all the
time retaining a balanced hierarchy
and sense of proportion to enable the
diverse jig-saw pieces to fit together.
TULLI is Tampere’s former customs
quarter, now in urgent need of
regeneration as it finds itself largely
cut off from the city centre by Tampere
railway station and the broad swathe
of tracks that constitute a barrier
between the city’s western and
eastern sides.
TULLI’s assets include social venues

REMODELLING TULLIKAMARIN AUKIO (below)
The remodelling of the main square in TULLI should deliver a
well organised, elegant and flexible space to accommodate
events and improve links with surrounding streets as well as
addressing deficiencies of existing technical service provisions.

and important neighbours such as
Tampere University and Tampere Talo
which, despite their close proximity to
the city centre, suffer from a sense of
being remote and isolated. Because
TULLI is right next to Tampere station
and occupies a very strategic, central
location, the resolution of its own
problems of connectivity and urban
quality is also the key to the reconnection of the areas that surround it.

authorities and all local stakeholders.
The successive Charrettes gave this
group of high-level decision-makers an
unprecedented opportunity to learn
about one another’s aspirations and
thereby develop integrated ideas and
strategies for the regeneration of
TULLI itself, the adjacent landholdings
and the station area.

To address this challenge Tampere
City commissioned John Thompson &
Partners (JTP) to develop a new urban
design strategy and vision for the
TULLI neighbourhood, taking into
account the large number of plans and
projects already under way in the area.
JTP’s response to this challenge was
to assemble a multi-disciplinary team
of urban designers, landscape
planners and transport strategists to
carry out two Charrette workshops in
close collaboration with the city

DRY LINK FROM STATION TO TAMPERE TALO
Tampere Talo’s primary goal is to become better connected to the city centre by means of a ‘warm,
dry tube’ from the railway station. The link is to be sheltered by an iconic canopy and conceived as
a ‘first foyer’ so that Tampere Talo’s influence extends down Åkerlundinkatu, and visitors can feel
they are reaching their destination much sooner than at present.
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OPEN SPACE INTERVENTIONS
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Cultural Square
Canopy and Stage
Performance Steps
Kiosks
Art & Culture Court
Green Courtyards
Retained Parking Tower
Park replacing Car park
‘Boxpark’
Public space replacing car deck
Green Link
Dry Blue Link
Rotunda new Station Entrance
Canopy Station Entrance
Railway Links
Covered Platforms
Traffic calmed Station Square
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PROCESS
• Establishment of the ‘TULLI Team’ of local
stakeholders to lead collaborative decision-making on
the Vision for TULLI, guided by the TULLI+ Charter
formulated by the stakeholders during the final day of
the second Charrette.

A STATION WITH
TWO FRONT DOORS

BUILT FORM

MOVEMENT

• Indicative proposals for new commercial buildings over
and alongside the railway tracks and a design concept
to create a fitting sense of arrival at the station in order
to establish proper connections between the eastern
and western parts of the city.

• Extension of the city centre’s proposed slow movement
’Epicentre’ to include TULLI, and development of an
integrated, multi-modal movement concept focussed
around the station including additional pedestrian and
cycle connections to overcome the barrier of the railway
tracks.
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• New residential and cultural buildings within TULLI and
intensification and diversification of the University with
new buildings, spaces and connections to transform the
educational campus into a ‘UniverCity’.

• An integrated catalogue of projects to be realised by
the TULLI Team on a phased programme of
developments through short, medium and long term
design competitions and including a quick-win ‘Boxpark’ concept to kick-start the process of bringing
back vibrant, urban life to TULLI.

• Establishment of an Eastern Station Gateway concept
and new pedestrian axes linking Tampere Talo and the
University to the station, city centre and surrounding
neighbourhoods, including vibrant, new, hard and soft
landscaped public spaces in the TULLI quarter.
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